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in Puerto Rico: 


Thousands March Against 
Imperialist War 


San Juan, Puerto Rico—On 
Sunday, January 27th beneath a 
brilliant sun, preceded by three 


coffins and led by a group of chil- 
dren, thousands of people, includ- 


e aw 


Mg a grand contingent of young 
"men and women characterized b, 
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launched in the Per- 
sian Gulf by the 
United States, with 
the consent of the 
United Nations. The 
position of the UN 
-—— delegateswasseverely 
criticized for it put 
asidethepurposesfor 
whichitwasfounded 
and converted itself 
| into the spokesper- 
son of north 
american hypocrisy, 
| endorsing the mili- 
tary alternative and 
outside intervention 

on Arab soil. 
The majority of 
the posters an banners denounced 
the war as being characterized by 
economic and imperialist interests, 
where the dominant class expects 
Puerto Ricans toleave their livesand 
| dreams in a war camp in exchange 
~ for international oil interests and 
gain. No more blood foroil! was the 
unanimous cry of the peace 
marchers, who must be a natural 
consequence of justice. Also se- 
verely critizes was the wave of mis- 
information that is given to the 
publicby mostof the media sources, 
wh accomodate thepreferencesand 
_ prejudices into the news they offer 


to the people. 
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Duringthemarch, which began 
at approximately 11:00 a.m., sev- 
eral undercover agents and agent 
provocateurs were observed within 
a2.5 mile radius. A military helicop- 
ter flew over Fort Buchanan since 
the early hours of the morning as 
well asthroughout theentire march 
anda great numberof police officers 
guarded the entrance to the base, 
which as protected by barb wire. 

The crowd, accompanied by 
typical Puerto Rican “bomba and 





for Texaco will I die or will Ikill! “We 
should not give our lives for oil or 
gasoline!,” and “Uncle Sam, Uncle 
Sam, remember Vietnam!” Special 
attention was focusedon the Vieques 
delegation with their eye-opener 
banner which eluded to the fact 
that the war has never ended on 
their island. 

Laborers, clergy, students from 
all levels of education in Puerto 
Rico, organized unions, professional 
associations of teachers and social 
workers, as well as political organi- 
zationsand pacifist groupsall stated, 
“Present!” Everyone, in unity with 


“theentiremarch, “NotforShellnor reality on this planet 


the representation of our commu- 
nities in the Puerto Rican nation, 
said, “We are present” to denounce 
and protest theimperialist mandate 
that makes our youth go kill and die 
in a war where not one Puerto Rican 
has ever been consulted. There was 
acultural/artisticact which delighted 
everyone. At the end of the act a 
group of the participants burned 
the American flag, as a symbolic 


gestureagainst thecountry that does 
not allow “Peace,” the reason for 
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After the 
peace march, a 
group of Syndi- 
cated Mothers 
Against the 
War held an 
orientationand 
education ac- 
tivity at the 
Syndicated 
Union facility 
in Santurce. At 
this activity the 
Caribbean 
Project for Jus- 
tice and Peace 
explained the 
procedure of 
application for 
conscientious objector status. They 
received dozens of calls daily from 
young people and parents who are 
concerned and interested in know- 
ing what to do to obtain proper 
information. An attentive group of 
mothers, fathers, and young people 
attended the activity and partici- 
pated in an answer and question 
session at the end which was benefi- 
cial to all. Legal procedures for 
application of conscientious objec- 
tor status were explained and some 
of the presenters shared their own 
personal experiences related to re- 
fusing to join the military service for 
political reasons. 


In Chicago: 
Puerto Rican Community Says 
"No Puerto Ricans in the Gulf” 


Chicago, IL—An Ad-Hoc Committee 
composed of 50 community, civic, 


and religious organizations from the 


West Town/ Humboldt Parkarea held 
a succesfull Press Conferenceon Friday, 





and following a call to 
action made by the Centro Para 
Desarrollo Comunitario y Liderato, to 
protest the presence of Puerto Ricans 
in the Persian Gulf War. 

The organizers pointed out that 
well over 20,000 Puerto Ricans are 
currently in the battlefronts ofthe war 
the US is waging against Iraq, where 
approximately 50% of the troops are 
people of color. The participants 
included the Rev. Jorge Morales from 
the Centro Para. Desarrollo 
Comunitario Y Liderato, Mary Lu 
Porrata from St. Luke's Church, Rev. 
Santalí Soto Nieves from the Kedzie 
Avnue Methodist Church, Alderman 
Luis Gutiérez of the 26th Ward, 
Antonio Beltrán, President of the 
Roberto Clemente Community 
Academy Local School Council and 


professor José E. López, First Secretary 
of the MLN. All spoke against the war, 
repudiated the participation of Puerto 
Ricans and Latin Americans in this 
conflict, and made a call for everyone, 
particularly the youth, to militantly 
boycott this war. 

To that effect, the organizers 
announced before the spanish- 
speaking press and others present that 
a march/vigil would be held 
throughout the Puerto Rican that 


(See page 6) 





We Won't Be Cannon Fodder For Imperialist Wars! 








(The following is a speech delivered 
by Community activist Marta Rodríguez 
at a demonstration called by the New 
England Coalition Agamst US Interven- 
tion in the Middle East on January 26. 
About 100 people attended, some Third 
world people, mainly north amencans.) 

As a Puerto Rican, I am of- 
fended and outraged by this 
country’s aggression against Iraq. 
Yourgovernment’sjustification for 
itspresenceinthe Gulfis hypocriti- 
cal and insulting to the intelli- 
gence of most human beings. 

The US has no right whatso- 
ever to criticize Iraq’s presence in 
Kuwait. First of all my country, 
Puerto Rico, has been under US 
occupationsince1898. Sincethen, 
your government has been depriv- 
ing us of the self-determination it 
claimsto want for Kuwait. Further- 
more, there isnota governmentin 
CentralorSouth Americathatdoes 
notriseorfallasaresultof American 
intrusion. Secondly, the division 
of the Arab world into separate 
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La Patria Radical | 


Reflections Upon The War — 


Puerto Ricans And The 
War In The Gulf 


—Marta Rodríguez. 


ism. Therefore, itis not the place of 
non Arabstodetermine how Arabs 
ought to relate to those imposed 
borders. Whether or not the inter- 
ests of Kuwait are best served by her 
continued connection to Iraq isno 
one else’s business. Only Arabsare 
qualified to determine their own 


Americans have talked a good 
game about the need to “stop ag- 
gression” in the Middle East or 
“where everit may takeplace.” But 
the briefest glance at you foreign 
policy record will show that the 
only aggression you oppose is that 
which is not carried out at your 
initiative or on you behalf. If you 
truly opposed aggression, you 
would not be holding Puerto Rico 
as your colony; you would not 
have brought so much death and 
devastation to the people of Viet- 
nam; you would not be maintain- 
ing troops in Korea; you would not 
be meddling in the affairs of the 


__Angolans; you would not have 


Marginal Patriotism 


A study undertaken by sociolo- 
gist Lawrence Boboand published in 
theSun Times, oneof Chicago's most 
circulated newspapers, showed that 


class in this country, are of the opin- 
ion that Blacks, Latinos and other’ 
minority groups in the nation are 
morelazy, more violentandlessintel- 
ligent than others. Certainly, Mr. 
Bobo did not discover anything new 
in his work. All he did was pick up an 
old and highly manifested racial 
prejudice of this society and take it to 
aninquest. Theonlydifferenceis that 
still another was added to the above- 
mentioned stereotypes, one which 
previously was given very little im- 
portance. Quoting his survey, Mr. 
Bobo pointed out that Blacks and 
Latinos and other groups are consid- 
ered to be less patriotic. It is clear that 
by emphasizing anti-patriotism, nei- 
ther Mr. Lawrence Bobo nor his con- 
sultants defined theconcept, because 
to be or not to be a patriot, one must 
have a nation and that has been 
another unclear matter in the bour- 
geois mentalityofthedominantclass. 
But, in the end this new stereotype 
has been introduced and deserves 
several observationsand clarifications, 
precisely now that we find ourselves 
in the middle of another armed con- 
flagration. It would be interesting to 


— Adolfo Colon 


see how love for a nation is defined 
when the associated interests of this 
same class come into play and it 


~- depends on the marginalized class to 
the majority of the white, dominant ' po 


come out ahead. 

The United States is the nation in 
the Western Hemisphere with the 
most armed conflicts in recent years. 


- On many Occasions as an aggressive 


imperial power and:on others, de- 
fending interests or causes which 
minority groups have never been 


- consulted. Decisions of whether or 


not to go to war derive from political 


: power, whose base rests in the large 


multinational and economic 
consortiums of the nation, not in the 
working or dispossessed class. 
Therefore, a Black, Latino, or Native 
American Indian that joins the ranks 
of the military service, would not be 
properly represented when the mo- 
ment comes to vote and authorize 
the President to send them to the 
front lines. This would be the only 
branch of the armed forces to which 
they would be submitted since their 
limited or poor education would not 
permit them to go beyond an 
uncommissioned officer or private. 
This has been a discriminatory and 
unjust practice that has manifested 
itself throughout the entire life-time 
of military history. 

TheVietnam War, whichbrought 





have aided in the removal of Pales- 
tinians from their homeland; you 
would not be supporting the gov- 
ernmentofSouth Africa; you would 
not be interfering in the affairs of 
Nicaragua; you would not be try- 
ing to overthrow the government 
of Cuba; you would not haveover- 
thrown the Allende government 
in Chile—an elected government 
noless. What was yourinvasionof 
Grenada if not an act of aggres- 
sion? What have you got to say 
about your invasion of Panama? 
And, please spare me the rhetoric 
about Manuel Noriega’s so-called 


thiscountry toone ofits worst histori- 
cal moments, elevated this disparity 
toan extreme. Almost fifty percent of 
the ground forces on Asian soil were 
Black, Puerto Rican, or Latin Ameri- 
can. They were theones who went to 
toleratethelongandarduousconflict, 
directly confronting the enemy un- 
derdeplorableconditions, upholding 
strategic areas with the point of a 


bayonet, and as head of a bridge in- 


the demilitarized zone. A miserable 
situation which began in a slow, pro- 
longed processed to bleed to death 


thedispossessedand prejudicedyouth | 


of oursoil. Young people whosawin 
the military service an escape from 


unemployment and the vices of the - 


streets ended with all the responsibil- 
ity and the weight of a conflict that 
theynever understoodand forwhich, 
it can be properly said they were 
never consulted. Not only did they 
carry the toll of the war but also they 
walked with the shameand humilia- 
tion of defeat. The war ended in fiasco 
and no general or politician was 
blamed in the least. The blame was 
placed on the field soldiers, as Israeli 
Minister of Defense, Moshe Dayan 


- would sarcastically point out years 


later, to affirm that the American 
military was deficient because of the 
number of Blacks and Latinos that it 

. Words that were also used 
by the Japanese prime minister to 
describe the deficiencies of the 
American laborer. The truth is that 
the problem is not necessarily mili- 
tary or patriotic but rather, it is a 
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where. Come to think of it, the 


drugs were an appendage of your 
Phoenix program, just as today 
they are a part and parcel of your 
operations against Nicaragua. 
Face it! There is hardly a place 
in the world where you have not 
invaded or tried to invade and the 
motives behind those invasions 
are about as moralas the actions of 
a piranha with a food addiction. 
The Western Europeans are in 
no better position to judge any- 
one. To begin with, their industry 
and technology were built on the 
backs of peoples of color every- 





problem of inequality, discrimina- 
tion, and social injustice the vey 
same Vietnam War the numbe 


military service deserters in theentire 
nation was quite notable. Neverthe- 
less, the fact that Mohammed Ali 
evaded theranks by appealing to bea 
Muslim resulted to be much more 
censurable than Dan Quayle, Vice 
President of the nation, who did it by 
using methods thatareonly available 
tothedominantclass. Alargenumber 
of Puerto Ricans, not only on this 
continent but also in their native 
land, wheretheselectiveservicecould 
beconsidered immoral, weretaken to 
court for refusing to go toa war that 
was not theirs. Meanwhile, a large 
quantity of young people from the 
dominant class were sent Overseas, 
evading the same responsibilities 
under the simple pretext that they 
were merely profiting their lawyers’ 
pockets. 

Today, we are presented with a 
new situation. The country directly 
involves itself in another conflict, as 
the President firmly states that this 
time it will not be another Vietnam. 
But the miles that exist between Asia 
and the Middle East make no differ- 
ence whatsoever in the ranks or the 
condition of the soldier. It is a social, 
racial and economic situation that 
does not escape the rhetoric of waror 
the superiority of our arsenal. Where 
will the President accommodate all 
the men that will be forced to retire 
from Europe once the'Cold War and 
thethreatening Iron Curtain areover? 


(See page 6) 





Tonight we have come together 
here to render a little homage to our 
very dear Viejo. 3 

- So many things can be said of 
Viejo—he was a good son and a 
goodfather; good husbandandgood 
pastor, even a good editor of our 
thousand and one publications. 

So many stories we can tell of 
Viejo. Viejo telling his sexist jokes; 


A Profile Of The Life and 


Work Of “El Viejo” 


to improve education there. 

Viejo, when Association House 
was taken, in front of the police who 
arrested everyone, except him and 
Oscar López; the police, on seeing 
Viejo in his clerical uniform, said to 
him “Exauseme father” and to Oscar, 
with a broom in his hand, they 
asked “who are you?” and Oscar 
replied, “I’m the janitor.” 


—José E. López 


Why not? said Viejo when he 
broke with his friends and those 


who wanted him to become an- 


other poverty pimp, like so many 
other of the so-called leaders of our 
community. 

- Why not? said Viejo when he 
struggled tooth and nail to give a 
new dimension to the historically 
progressive First Congregational 





Alejandrina, becoming father and 
mother for his Catalina and Liza, 
and as always the great guide for his 
dear Nidza and Norma. 

But, in Viejo thereisnoanguish; 
there can be none where there is 
sincerity, because, as Don Juan would 
say, You cannot erase what I have 
thought, nor me from me what I have 
already felt, nor divest me of what I 





Viejo listening to his operas; Viejo So many more memories in Church. Achurchthatdistinguished have loved, nor rob me of what I have 

asleep during such long and mo- Puerto Rico, when for the first time itself in the past century for the dreamed. 

notonous meetings; Viejo savoring he and I met Don Juan and then emancipation of Black people, that Brothers, sisters, compatriotsall, 

a particular delicacy Mita made for later savored a cup of coffee on the was part of the underground rail- ¡fin these moments we could deci- 

him. Las | veranda with Doña Consuelo in road, thathelpedthousandsofslaves  pherthethoughtsofour great Viejo 
_ “Viejo at3:00a.m. ona Saturday Guaynabo. | to free themselves. In this epoch,  wecouldsaythattheyarefilledwith 
- morning editing some article for But tonightwe have not come Viejo understood that this Church joy and that this is one of the most 
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ninking about the sermon he has cometoremembersomanymemo- ing itself with the struggle for the 


cause, tonight he passes, and this 

not prepared for Sunday. - Ties; we come to render a moderate redemption of our homeland; the Church grants it, the control of the 

Viejo before a judge who tells | homage to one of the greatest vi- church had to be commited with Church to hisson, and Isayitin the 

him “I’m ashamed that your son sionaries of the Puerto Rican  theprocessofopeningnewpathsin full sense of the word, to a son also 

Carlos Alberto has brought this — diaspora. thealreadyhundredyearsofstruggle of this Church, one of the chosen 

shameful situation upon you,” and In those of the ancient societies of our people to be free and sover- sons of this barno, the Rev. Jorge 
Viejo answering him, “I'm very in which the institutions hadn’t eign. Morales. 


proud of my son.” 

Viejo sending his Christmas 
cards relating all thathad happened 
to the Torres family that past year. 

Viejo delivering speeches in 
Puerto Rico, Mexico and California. 

Viejo in front of so many picket 
lines facing the intemperate subzero 
climate of Chicago. 

Viejotaking me toStatevillewith 
bald tires with holes thesize ofa fifty 
cent piece, falling asleep and turn- 
ing over the van into a ditch. 

Viejo delighting in Hipolita's 
pasteles and all the things Lalin pre- 
pared for him to break with his very 
strict diet about which all of us had 
to be conscious, but which we con- 
stantly violated with him. 

Viejo eulogizing with all of his 
human feeling the mourning of our 
dear Lydia. 

Viejo, angry, charging the door 
of the First Church in Washington 
whenagroupofopportunists seized 
it. 

Viejo, as the ancient Jehovah 
accusing the hierachy of hischurch, 
testifying that the First Church was 
not a structure but a mission com- 


_ mitted with the destiny of ourcom- ' 


munity. 
Viejo looking out the window 
of Tuley directing a demonstration 


fully developed, theold people were 
the most important people; they 
were consulted for everything: per- 
sonal advice, political advice, guid- 
ance on planting and harvesting, 
medicinal remedies. Our Puerto 
Rican community in Chicago lack- 
ing needed institutions needed a 
“Viejo”—it was invented over two 
decades ago in the person of José 
Alberto Torres. But it was not in- 
vented from nothing, but from the 
stature of one of the most commit- 
ted people a Puerto Rican woman 
has ever given birth to. Viejo was 
converted into our “Viejo”, when 
he thought he was a young man. 

When Malcolm X died, Ozzie 
Davis, who was in charge of the 
eulogy proclaimed him “Our Shin- 
mg Black Prince”, and today, with 
much pride and with all sincerity I 
can say the same of Viejo. Viejo has 
lived what the British poet George 
Bernard Shaw only dreamed, “Some 
men see things as they are and ask 
why, I dream of things as they never 
were and say ‘why not?” 

Why not? said Viejo in Selma, 
Alabama—the only Puerto Rican 
that marched with Martin Luther 
King in that city which symbolized 
and was the bastion of north 
american racism. 


Why not? said Viejo when he 
was part of the founders of one of 
themosteffective institutionsof our 
community—the Pedro Albizu 
Campos Puerto Rican High School, 
and then theJuan Antonio Corretjer 
Cultural Center, so that this com- 


munity could count on institutions: 


that were part of the people, admin- 
istered by the people for the people. 

Why not? said Viejo when he 
helped to found the MLN-PR, or- 
ganization that has distinguished 
itself with a dear independentist 
and revolutionary political line for a 
new society where every human 


being exercises fully equality and — 


freedom. 

Why not?. said Viejo when he 
followed the lead established by 
Pedro Albizu Campos of surrender- 
ing everything, including one’s life 
and belongings, for the freedom of 
our homeland; the Viejo has sur- 
rendered everything to this noble 
just cause; and like the biblical 
Abraham who was disposed to sac- 
rifice his only son Isaac in holocaust 
in the land of Moriah to show his 
love to God, Viejo has been dis- 
posed to suffer family separation, 
stoically, of three of his most deeply 
loved family—Carlos, Haydee and 


3 


Tonight Viejo will give to Jorge 
what a long time ago the teacher of 
the poor, the great Rafael Cordero, 


said to his students I cut down the tree 


and remove the bark; more adapt- 
hands will take care of carving and- 
vamishing the wood. 

Jorge, this great Viejo will follow 
at your side; and these people, con- 
gregated here, offer tonight votes of 


- commitment and confidence to 


continue in the path that this 
Church has traced; transforming 
defeats into victories; doing things, 
not talking about them; forging a 


- new human ethic based on the : 


concept that the vocation of the 
human being is to be human; strug- 
gling for the excarceration of our 
incarcerated patriots—our heroic 
Political Prisoners and POWs; and 
for the redemption of our beloved 
homeland—occupied, but indomi- 
table. 


Long live Viejo! 

Long live Jorge! 

Long live Alejandrina and all our 
incarcerated Patriots! 
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Retirement Speech 


—Rev. Jose Alberto Torres (Viejo) 


IntheLord'sreign, therecan be 
no retirements that signify a time 
for rest, nor can there be any vaca- 
tions, the word does not evenexist. 


other places. 

Today in reality, something 
extraordinary is happening. But 
as long as there remains one per- 


Ei. 
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There exists only the word com-  sonwithenough energy, enthusi- 
mitment ad perpetuam. asm, ability and vision to dedicate 
There is only one calling from him/herself to brave new fronts, 
the Lord and that is a lifelong to liberate oppressed peoples, to 
commitment that can only cease guard the human rights of politi- 
upon death and then only at the _cal prisoners and prisoners of war, 
discretion of the Creator. particularly the Puerto Rican Pris- 
It would truly be impossibleto oners of 
leave you. How can I leave when1 War and 
am firmly entrenched in the lives political 
and memories ofeach of you? We prisoners 
oweeachothersomuchintermsof  whohave 
memories and experiences. given 
Among those present here to- their lives 
night, thosethat havedriftedaway  fortherest 
from us and still others who have of us be- 
gone onto meet their Maker, there cause the 
is a great accumulation of memo-  egotistic 
ries that are alive, that even death US gov- 
cannoterase, for they liveon inthe ernment 
heartsand soulsofthosewho have refuses to 
gone before us. Who cannot joy- grant free- 
fully recall at least one hour ofthe dom to - 
262, 800 hours that [have Beata. athe gut ? 
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aE one ao among the i n g 
10,500 days that I haveenjoyedin colony in 
Chicago? th. 2 

Our greatest common de- world— a. >= 
nominatorisourmemory. Fromit Puerto tr” 
we draw our unity, thanks to He Rico— : 


who brought us together in this and as longas there is someone as 
great world, in this city, in this valiant as the Rev. Jorge Morales 
community, during these times. andaspreparedasheis, then there 


And He made us one Church, our is no more certain step I can take 


owncommunityjoinedtothemil- than to turn over to Jorge with all 
lionsofotherchurchesdispersedor the fervor and hopeand the deep- 
located in other times, hereandin est honesty and faith in the Lord, 
























Message From Alejandrina 






My dear Viejo; 
Wonderful comrade in every sense of the word, and in 
what love, kindness and commitment to those you know 
and many more that you have served with complete 
devotion, completely entail. 

Along with everyone here tonight, our children, our 
brethren, comrades of our noble cause, friends, this great 
family has shared and participated of your joys, hardships 
and expectations. I express my love, admiration and great 
respect for being you. 

Dearest Viejo—our Viejo, of course my greatest desire is 
to be there with you tonight. Nonetheless, I find solace in 
that indestructible spirit within all of us that allows us to 
celebrate this joyous occasion though we are far apart from 
each other. 

My dearest Viejo, you jiad passed your baton, not your 
cane, into good hands. I am sure you will continue to 
attain that goal—the day will come when together we will 
reap the fruits of our labor in the future of our nation. 

Take care of yourself. 


thesymbolicbatonofthisChurch, 
with its great emancipating his- 
tory. 
And Jorge, today I use the 
practical symbol of what awaits 
you: the cross that you received 
when you were reborn in this faith, 
the cross that you carry with dig- 
nity, the symbolic cross for which 
you have endured imprisonment 
and abuse, trialsand rebukements, 
that I have also carried with me, a 
symbol of our United Church of 
Christ Church, the symbolic ba- 
ton which I will turn over to you 
tonight. 

I hope that this cross will be 
established here as a symbol of the 
ministry of our church for always, 
that in the future we will pass on 
this cross from pastor to pastor 
over the years, centuries and for- 
ever. So that when you retire, you 
will pass it on to your successor. 
This cross is yours to use and safe- 
guard for those to come. To the 
Church that has been generous, 
most generous with me and my 
familythroughouttheyears, [leave 
my 30 years of service here. To all 
my friends, compatriots in the 
struggle, Iam indebted to you and 
will continue in your service. 

On behalf of myself and Alex 


+ 









who also served this Church, and 
all my children, Carlos Alberto, 
Norma, Nidza, Liza Beth, Catalina 
and my sister Matilde, thank you 
for having called me and for call- 
ing Jorge Morales to serve. 7 

I hope the Lord will reward 
you. But I want this Congregation 
to know that Jorge will not be a 
carbon copy of me. Every teacher 
prefers his own textbook! How- 
ever, he will be a continuation ofa 
very special ministry, devoid of all 
my “saintly” imperfections. 

And to you who tonight have 
instituted the Pastors Day, my 
advice is do not wait until Rev. 
Morales retires to celebrate this 
new holiday. Or worse yet, do not 
wait till he dies before you praise 
his life and work. The Pastor's Day 
should be joyfully celebrated every 
year by everyone! It should be a 
day of thanks to the Creator, a day 
that should appear in our annual 
Calendar of Events, a day of com- 
mitment before God, our country 
and the dedicated people who 
struggle in Chicago and through- 
out the world. Oh, and it should also 
be a day of gratitude and gifts for the 
pastor and hiscompaftera. What Idid 
not wish formyself, Iwish for everyone 
else—RECOGNITION! 








Carlos Alberto Torres 


Before I begin, I want to say hello 
and give my love to everyone. 


Dear Viejo: 

There is a rumor going around 
that you want to retire. Well, as 
yourfirst-born son, and in fact your 
only son, it is up to me or it is my 
place to give you the bad news: it is 
too late to retire. Therefore, you 
can just forget about it. What I 
mean, Viejo, is, just imagine the 
following: How is it possible for 
one to retire from a life-time of 
being minister, teacher, leader, fa- 
ther, father activist, social militant, 
and patriot? Viejo, one cannot 
retire from one's vocation, or from 
the activities that characterize a life 
time of labor which you have 
achieved with your own, unique 
dedication. Let's review— 

Dedication—Let us remember 
the Church of Guayanilla, whose 
construction you helped to direct 
at the beginning of your vocation 
as well as all the minds that you 
have nurtured and have helped to 
develop throughout the yrs of your 
ministry. 

Social Responsibility—Your 
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bama, during the 1960's, when the 
clamor for justice of one of the 
poorest and oppressed sectors of 
thiscountry motivated you tounite 
with those who opposed an re- 
sisted the violent and morbid forces 
of traditional and cruel racism in 
this country. From Division Street 
to the Loop in Chicago, how many 
times did you march to confront 
the blue-uniformed gendarmery 


Haydee Beltran 


Hello Viejo, and greetings to 


everyone tonight! 


Viejo, how could you possi- 
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Messages From Relatives 


who were really the safeguard of ad- 
ministrators and politicians, in a city 
that has given so little to our people? 
And, I do not forget that.during my 
own yearsof clandestinity you fought 
the psychological and physical at- 
tacks of an enraged north american 
political police. The list of these 
important contributions, events and 
accom plishmentsin ourcommunity 
is a long one. It includes your work 
in hispanic ministry, El Rincén, “La 
Escuelita”, the work with Latinostate 
prisoners during an era when few 
thought toremember them and also, 
the years of patriotic struggle. 
Ministry—You have been the 
spiritual guise of how many genera- 
tions of Puerto Ricans from Puerto 
Rico to Chicago? People facing hor- 
rendous living conditions, replete 
with difficulties and necessities that 
so often seem unconquerable. 
There are many of us who have 
chosen you as our father, with a 
strong moral force that renders sup- 
port in our worst moments of need. 
Viejo, I do not believe that it is up 
to me to decide what has been or will 
be the most conducive contribution 
of your life. However, your love and 
support, your sagacity and contribu- 
tion to humanity has been an inspi- 


a group of sym pathizers of the Puerto 
Rican struggle in Mexico, you intro- 
duced yourself as the father of Carlos 
Alberto. Today, if it were my place to 
be there with you, how I wold love to 
introduce myself as the son of the 
Rev. José Alberto Torres. 
I love you Viejo. 









Liza Torres 


For as long as I could remember my dad has always been struggling 
in different ways, in building what he believed was more just society, in 
buildingGod's kingdom on earth in his community, in hischurch. Most 
of you here tonight have met and gotten to know him within the 
contextofthesestruggles. Whether in a march in Selma to Montgomery, 
in front of the White House in Washington, DC, picketing the Public 
School System for not providing the necessary programs for the bilin- 
gual-bicultural youth of Humboldt Park and West Town, or denouncing 
US intervention in Puerto Rico and the criminalization of the Puerto 
Rican independence movement, etc. 

Through it all, “El Viejo” as he is lovingly referred to, has incessantly 
pushed forward and to the best of his abilities and limitations has lived 


cared for him while hospitalized or sick, helped him organize, accom- 
panied him to court, bailed him out of jail (not in that order) but, in a 
nutshell have provided unconditional support, and for that I am truly 
grateful. 

Viejo, you are my teacher, my guide, my love, my comrade in 
struggle, my strength by your example and consistency. May God 
continue to bless you in your struggles—our struggles—especially the 
campaign for the excarceration of the Prisoners of War and Political 
Prisoners for 1992. 


up tohiscalling. And behind him, his church and his congregation have _ 


— ‘old me thatin front of — 


= a 


Sees 


bly think I would not be here 
tonight in one way or the other! 
I want to take this opportunity 
to thank you for filling a great 
void in my life these last 18 
years. I did not know what a 
fatherreally was untill met you— 
the love, support, comfort and 
strength you have given me will 
last a lifetime. Thank you. 

Today you retire, but I assure 
you you will always be remem- 
bered by those that love you. 
You know l adore you. 

All my love today and al- 
ways, your daughter, 





Catalina Torres 


I give thanks to God for many things—for my patience, for my friends, 


for my life, but I always give thanks to God for my parents. 
Dad, you have been both motherand father tome. You have provided 
me with my necessities. Were it not for your help I would be facing serious 
health problems. I love you dearly and hope that your retirement is 
everything you want. 
Thanks for always being there for me. You can always count on me 
to be there! 
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The war in the gulf... 


same could be said ofthis country. 
The French are not known among 
the Algerians for their respect of 
self-determination. And while the 
British foam at the mouth about 
“Iraqi aggression” they continue 
to occupy Northern Ireland and 
the Islands of the Malvinas. Per- 
haps you ought to considerthe old 
proverb about the people who live 
in glass houses. 

Historically, Americans have 
shown nothing but contempt for 
people of color. You have always 
invaded usand portrayed usinthe 
most negative ways. So why should 
anyone believe your sudden con- 
cern for the fate of the Kuwait 
people? When allis said and done, 
the only reason you want this war 
is because you want to get your 
hands on the Arab people'soil. As 
ifthatwerenotinfuriatingenough, 
most of the people dying for your 
greed are Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, 
African-Americans, Native Ameri- 
cans, Central Americans, Asians, 
and Arabs—people of color— 
members of the nations you have 
colonized and plundered. 

And this brings me to the slo- 
gan that is being raised in much of 
the American Peace Movement 
“Support the troops! Bring them 
home!” 1 think American troops 
oughtto be brought home because 
because they have no right to be 


“have had a different history with 
those troops. We cannot support 
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them. Only a racist white su- 
premacist mind would suggest that 
American troops should be sup- 
ported. Support the troops? The 
phrase conjures up images of a 
more "genteel" time when these 
"gallant troops” served a “nobler 
purpose". Can anyone tell me 
when that was? American troops 
have been murdering and plun- 
dering people of color since the 
first shots were fired against the 
Native Americans. There has not 
been one instance when those 
troops have served the cause of 
freedom and self-determination. 


Thanks to colonialism many | 


Puerto Rican youngsters have 
ended in the US armed forces. But 
the minute those youngsters don 
those American uniforms and 
brandish those American weap- 
ons, they cease to serve the inter- 
ests of the Puerto Rican people. 
They become the hired guns of 
American piracy, who would kill 
other Puerto Ricans just as easily as 
they would kill Iraqis. 

You will suggest that US sol- 
diers are misguided and ill-in- 
formed and I will grant you that. 
But ignorance is no excuse for 
murder or rape. In the case of 
white American and European 
soldiers most of that ignorance is 


self-serving it isa luxury—a part of 
the racist ideology that permeates 
__ American and European culture; 
alright for white people to meddle 
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in the affairs of people of color; an 
ideology that says that it is alright 
for white people to take the lands 
and resources of peoples of color. 
There is nothing benign about the 
ignorance of an American soldier. 
What Americans do not know or 
refuse to know does kill many of 
us. When that American young- 
ster is armed and uniformed and 
called upon to occupy one of our 
countries, oroneofourcommuni- 
ties in the US, that ignorance takes 
the form of murder, rape, torture 
and the destruction of resources 
vital to our survival. | 

To some extent, 1 can under- 
stand the American people's con- 
cern for their loved ones in the 
armed forces. But if you do not 
teach your children that they do 
not have the right to impose their 
wants and standards on the rest of 
the world, you eventually create a 
situation wheresides must betaken. 
I believe the war in Iraq is such a 
situation. I see before me an 
American soldier, ill-informed as 
he may be, threatening the lifeand 
freedom of the Iraqi people, and 
there is no doubt about whose 
survival I would prefer. 

¡Viva Puerto Rico Libre! 
Longlivethe courageous People 
of Iraq! 

Victory to the Palestinian 
Peopk and all colonized 


peoples everywhere! 
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Community Protests... 





following Monday, January 21, 
1991. 

Hundreds of Puerto Ricans 
from the community showed up, 
notwithstanding the sub-zero 
temperatures and the 
overwhelming police presence 
suurounding the marchers. The 
march kicked off at 6:00 p.m. in 
front of Roberto Clemente 
Community Academy. The 
environment was a positive, 
stimulating , militant and defiant 
one. Along the way, we observed 
many anti-war graffities painted on 
government buildings, aswellason 
the Armory. 

Amidst anti-war chants, banners, 
torches and residents welcoming 
theevent, the marchersreached the 
National Guard Armory.Once 
again, various community leaders 
from the religious, Civic, 


community, student and National 
Liberation sectors spokeout, clearly 
showing that there is a consensus 
to oppose this racist war, contrary 
to government and yellow media 
coverage stating otherwise. 





Marginal Patriotism... 


Tosend them homeis to engross the 
unemployment lines and to increase 
the ills and vices that accompany an 
idle youth. Not to mention the con- 
equenoss that all of this could have 
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obvious that another war was the 
solution and effectively, another war 
is what we are living. Enjoying the 
victories of an indiscriminate bom- 
bardment of defenseless, civilian in- 
stallations and the use of the most 
powerful war arsenals of our time. 
Attempting to erase the enemy from 
the map without having to use land 
forces. But it isillusionary. Sooner or 
later they must gotothefrontline. To 
suffer the blows of conventional 
combat. Thesameanti-patriots of the 


Vietnam War and of future wars. . 


Willing to fight, not against enemies 
fabricated by large economic inter- 
ests but against the unemployment 
lines and social prejudice. In the end 
it is the only preparation they re- 
ceived from our society, to kill or tobe 
the victim. After all, they are exces- 
sive, anti-patriotic and expendable. 
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in Puerto Rico: 


Thousands March Against 
Imperialist War 


San Juan, Puerto Rico—On 
Sunday, January 27th beneath a 
brilliant sun, preceded by three 
coffins and led by a group of chil- 
dren, thousands of people, includ- 

g a grand contingent of young 
men and women characterized by 


e $ Ste j g? "E 


launched in the Per- 


sian Gulf by the 
United States, with 
the consent of the 
United Nations. The 
position of the UN 
delegates wasseverely 
criticized for it put 
aside the purposesfor 
whichitwasfounded 
and converted itself 
into the spokesper- 
son of north 
american hypocrisy, 
endorsing the mili- 
tary alternative and 
outside intervention 
on Arab soil. 

The majority of 
the posters an banners denounced 
the war as being characterized by 
economic and imperialist interests, 
where the dominant class expects 
Puerto Ricans toleave theirlivesand 
dreams in a war camp in exchange 
for international oil interests and 
gain. No more blood for oil! was the 
unanimous cry of the peace 
marchers, who must be a natural 
consequence of justice. Also se- 
verely critizes was the wave of mis- 
information that is given to the 
publicby mostofthe media sources, 
wh accomodate the preferencesand 
prejudices into the news they offer 


to the people. 


the entire march, “Not for Shell nor 


During the march, which began 
at approximately 11:00 a.m., sev- 
eral undercover agents and agent 
provocateurs were observed within 
a2.5 mile radius. Amilitary helicop- 
ter flew over Fort Buchanan since 
the early hours of the morning as 
well asthroughout theentiremarch 
anda great numberof policeofficers 
guarded the entrance to the base, 
which as protected by barb wire. 

The crowd, accompanied by 
ypical Puerto Rican “bomba and 










for Texaco will Idieor will Ikill! “We 
should not give our lives for oil or 
gasoline!,” and “Uncle Sam, Uncle 
Sam, remember Vietnam!” Special 
attention was focused on the Vieques 
delegation with their eye-opener 
banner which eluded to the fact 
that the war has never ended on 
their island. 

Laborers, clergy, students from 
all levels of education in Puerto 
Rico, organized unions, professional 
associations of teachers and social 
workers, as well as political organi- 
zationsand pacifist groupsall stated, 
“Present!” Everyone, in unity with 


A reality on this planet. 


the representation of our commu- 
nities in the Puerto Rican nation, 
said, “We are present” to denounce 
and protest theimperialist mandate 
that makes our youth go kill and die 
in a war where notone Puerto Rican 
has ever been consulted. There was 
acultural/artisticact which delighted 
everyone. At the end of the act a 
group of the participants burned 
the American flag, as a symbolic 
gestureagainst thecountry that does 
not allow “Peace,” the reason for 


After the 
peace march, a 
group of Syndi- 
cated Mothers 
Against the 
War held an 
orientationand 
education ac- 
tivity at the 
Syndicated 
Union facility 
in Santurce. At 
this activity the 
Caribbean 
Project for Jus- 
tice and Peace 
explained the 
procedure of 
application for 
conscientious objector status. They 
received dozens of calls daily from 
young people and parents who are 
concerned and interested in know- 
ing what to do to obtain proper 
information. An attentive group of 
mothers, fathers, and young people 
attended the activity and partici- 
pated in an answer and question 
session at the end which was benefi- 
cial to all. Legal procedures for 
application of conscientious objec- 
tor status were explained and some 
of the presenters shared their own 
personal experiences related to re- 
fusing to join the military service for 
political reasons. 





In Chicago: 
uerto Rican Community Says 


"No Puerto Ricans in the Gulf" 


Chicago, IL—An Ad-Hoc Committee 
composed of 50 community, civic, 


and religious organizations from the 


West Town/ Humboldt Park area held 
i i BS tl 













ocated at avenues 
North and Kedzie following a call to 
action made by the Centro Para 
Desarrollo Comunitario y Liderato, to 
protest the presence of Puerto Ricans 
in the Persian Gulf War. 

The organizers pointed out that 
well over 20,000 Puerto Ricans are 
currently in the battlefronts of the war 
the US is waging against Iraq, where 
approximately 50% of the troops are 
people of color. The participants 
included the Rev. Jorge Morales from 
the Centro Para. Desarrollo 
Comunitario Y Liderato, Mary Lu 
Porrata from St. Luke's Church, Rev. 
Santalí Soto Nieves from the Kedzie 
Avnue Methodist Church, Alderman 
Luis Gutiérez of the 26th Ward, 
Antonio Beltrán, President of the 
Roberto Clemente Community 
Academy Local School Council and 


professor José E. López, First Secretary 
ofthe MLN. All spoke against the war, 


repudiated the participation of Puerto 
Ricans and Latin Americans in this 
conflict, and made a call for everyone, 
particularly the youth, to militantly 
boycott this war. 

To that effect, the organizers 
announced before the spanish- 
speaking press and others present that 
a march/vigil would be held 
throughout the Puerto Rican that 


(See page 6) 






We Won't Be Cannon Fodder For Imperialist Wars! 
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Puerto Ricans And The 
War In The Gulf 


(The following is a speech delivered 
ity activist Marta Rodriguez 
at a demonstration called by the New 
England Coalition Agamst US Interven- 
tion in the Middle East on January 26. 
About 100 people attended, some Third 
world people, mainly north amencans.) 
As a Puerto Rican, I am of- 
fended and outraged by this 
country’s aggression against Iraq. 
Yourgovernment’sjustification for 
itspresenceinthe Gulfis hypocriti- 
cal and insulting to the intelli- 
gence of most human beings. 
The US has no right whatso- 
ever to criticize Iraq’s presence in 
Kuwait. First of all, my country, 
Puerto Rico, has been under US 
occupation since 1898. Sincethen, 
your government hasbeen depriv- 
ing us of the self-determination it 
claimsto want for Kuwait. Further- 
more, there isnota governmentin 
CentralorSouth Americathatdoes 
notriseorfallasa resultof American 
intrusion. Secondly, the division 
of the Arab world into separate 
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A study undertaken by sociolo- 
gist Lawrence Bobo and published in 
theSun Times, oneof Chicago'smost 
circulated newspapers, showed that 


minority groups in the nation are 
morelazy, moreviolentandlessintel- 
ligent than others. Certainly, Mr. 
Bobo did not discover anything new 
in his work. All he did was pick up an 
old and highly manifested racial 
prejudice of this society and take it to 
aninquest. Theonlydifferenceis that 


still another was added to the above- _ 


mentioned stereotypes, one which 
previously was given very little im- 
portance. Quoting his survey, Mr. 
Bobo pointed out that Blacks and 
Latinos and other groups are consid- 
ered to be less patriotic. It is clear that 
by emphasizing anti-patriotism, nei- 
ther Mr. Lawrence Bobo nor his con- 
sultants defined the concept, because 
to be or not to be a patriot, one must 
have a nation and that has been 
another unclear matter in the bour- 
geois mentalityofthedominantclass. 
But, in the end this new stereotype 
has been introduced and deserves 
several observationsand clarifications, 
precisely now that we find ourselves 
in the middle of another armed con- 
flagration. It would be interesting to 


countries was achieved through 


—Marta Rodriguez 


ism. Therefore, itis not the placeof 
non Arabstodetermine how Arabs 
ought to relate to those imposed 
borders. Whether or not the inter- 
ests of Kuwait are best served by her 
continued connection to Iraq isno 
one else’s business. Only Arabsare 
qualified to determine their own 
future. 

Americans have talked a good 
game about the need to “stop ag- 
gression” in the Middle East or 
“where ever it may takeplace.” But 
the briefest glance at you foreign 
policy record will show that the 
only aggression you oppose is that 
which is not carried out at your 
initiative or on you behalf. If you 
truly opposed aggression, you 
would not be holding Puerto Rico 
as your colony; you would not 
have brought so much death and 
devastation to the people of Viet- 
nam; you would not be maintain- 
ing troops in Korea; you would not 
be meddling in the affairs of the 


_ Angolans; you would not have 


Patriotism 


— Adolfo Colon 


see how love for a nation is defined 
when the associated interests of this 
same class come into play and it 


- depends on the marginalized class to 
the majority of the white, dominant ` i 
class in this country, are of the opin- 
ion that Blacks, Latinos and other ` 


come out ahead. 

The United States is the nation in 
the Western Hemisphere with the 
most armed conflicts in recent years. 


- On many occasions as an aggressive 


imperial power and'on others, de- 
fending interests or causes which 
minority groups have never been 


. consulted. Decisions of whether or 


not to go to war derive from political 


: power, whose base rests in the large 


multinational and economic 
consortiums of the nation, notin the 
working or dispossessed class. 
Therefore, a Black, Latino, or Native 
American Indian that joins the ranks 
of the military service, would not be 
properly represented when the mo- 
ment comes to vote and authorize 
the President to send them to the 
front lines. This would be the only 
branch of the armed forces to which 
they would be submitted since their 
limited or poor education would not 
permit them to go beyond an 
uncommissioned officer or private. 
This has been a discriminatory and 
unjust practice that has manifested 
itself throughout the entire life-time 
of military history. 

The Vietnam War, whichbrought 
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have aided intheremovalof Pales- 
tinians from their homeland; you 
would not be supporting the gov- 
ernment ofSouth Africa; you would 
not be interfering in the affairs of 
Nicaragua; you would not be try- 
ing to overthrow the government 
of Cuba; you would not haveover- 
thrown the Allende government 
in Chile—an elected government 
noless. What was yourinvasion of 
Grenada if not an act of aggres- 
sion? What have you got to say 
about your invasion of Panama? 
And, please spare me the rhetoric 


about Manuel Noriega’s so-called 


thiscountry toone ofits worst histori- 
cal moments, elevated this disparity 
toan extreme. Almost fifty percent of 
the ground forces on Asian soil were 
Black, Puerto Rican, or Latin Ameri- 
can. They were theones who went to 
tolerate thelongandarduousconflict, 
directly confronting the enemy un- 
derdeplorableconditions, upholding 
strategic areas with the point of a 
bayonet, and as head of a bridge in 
the demilitarized zone. A miserable 
situation which began in a slow, pro- 
longed processed to bleed to death 


thedispossessedand prejudiced youth 


of oursoil. Young people whosawin 
the military service an escape from 


unemployment and the vices of the - 
streets ended with all the responsibil- 


ity and the weight of a conflict that 
theynever understoodand for which, 
it can be properly said they were 
never consulted. Not only did they 
carry the toll of the war but also they 
walked with the shame and humilia- 
tion of defeat. The war ended in fiasco 
and no general or politician was 
blamed in the least. The blame was 
placed on the field soldiers, as Israeli 
Minister of Defense, Moshe Dayan 


- would sarcastically point out years 


later, to affirm that the American 
military was deficient because of the 
number of Blacks and Latinos that it 

. Words that were also used 
by the Japanese prime minister to 
describe the deficiencies of the 
American laborer. The truth is that 
the problem is not necessarily mili- 
tary or patriotic but rather, it is a 
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Reflections Upon The War 


drugs were an appendage of your 
Phoenix program, just as today 
they are a part and parcel of your 
operations against Nicaragua. 
Face it! There is hardly a place 
in the world where you have not 
invaded or tried to invade and the 
motives behind those invasions 
are about as moralas the actions of 
a piranha with a food addiction. 
The Western Europeans are in 
no better position to judge any- 
one. To begin with, their industry 
and technology were built on the 
backs of peoples of color every- 
where. Come to think of it, the 
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problem of inequality, discrimina- 7 


tion, and social injustice to the very ~~ 
same Vietnam War the number 


military service deserters in theentire 
nation was quite notable. Neverthe- 
less, the fact that Mohammed Ali 
evaded theranks by appealingtobea 
Muslim resulted to be much more 
censurable than Dan Quayle, Vice 
President of the nation, who did it by 
using methods that are only available 
tothedominantclass. Alargenumber 
of Puerto Ricans, not only on this 
continent but also in their native 
land, wheretheselectiveservicecould 
beconsidered immoral, weretaken to 
court for refusing to go toa war that 
was not theirs. Meanwhile, a large 
quantity of young people from the 
dominant class were sent overseas, 
evading the same responsibilities 
under the simple pretext that they 
were merely profiting their lawyers’ 
pockets. 

Today, we are presented with a 
new situation. The country directly 
involves itself in another conflict, as 
the President firmly states that this 
time it will not be another Vietnam. 
But the miles that exist between Asia 
and the Middle East make no differ- 
ence whatsoever in the ranks or the 
condition of the soldier. It is a social, 
racial and economic situation that 
does not escape the rhetoric of waror 
the superiority of our arsenal. Where 
will the President accommodate all 
the men that will be forced to retire 
from Europe once the'Cold War and 
thethreatening Iron Curtain areover? 


(See page 6) 
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S emblanza de la Vida y Obra 


Esta noche nos hemos reunido 
aquí para rendirle un pequeño 
homenaje a nuestro muy querido 

Viejo. 
| Tantas cosas se pueden decir 
del Viejo —fue buen hijo y buen 
padre; buen esposo y buen pastor, 
buen maestro, hasta un buen editor 
de nuestras miles y una 
publicaciones. 

Tantas anécdotas podemos 
contar del Viejo. El Viejo diciendo 
sus chistes machistas; el Viejo 
oyendosusóperas; el Viejodormido 


durante nuestra tantas largas y © 


monótonas reuniones; el Viejo 
saboreando un platodemazamorra 
que Mita le preparó. 

El Viejo a las tres de la mañana 


un sábado por la noche, repasando 
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sermón que no habia preparado 


dice “estoy avergonzado que su hijo 


Carlos Alberto le haya hecho pasar por 
esta situación tan vergonzosa” y él 
contestándole “Estoy muy orgulloso 
de mi hijo”. 

_ El Viejo mandando sus cartas 
de Navidad contandatodo lo que 
había sucedido a los Torres ese año 
pasado. 

El Viejo montado en tribuna en 
Puerto Rico, México y California. 

El Viejo frentea tantos piquetes 
encarandoel intemperie delsubzero 
clima de Chicago. 

El Viejo llevándomea Stateville 
con llantas peladas con hoyos 
tamaños de medios pesos que- 
dándose dormido y volteando su 
- camioneta en una zanja. 

El Viejo deleitando los pasteles 
de Hipólita y todas las cositas que 

Lalín le preparaba para romper con 
su muy estricta dieta de la que to- 
dos teníamos queestar consciente, 
peroqueconstantementeviolamos 
con él. | 

El Viejo despidiendo con todo 

su sentir humano el duelo de 
nuestra querida Lydia. 

El Viejo enfogonao’ cargando 
la puerta de la Primera Iglesia en la 
Washington cuando un grupo de 
oportunistas se apoderó de ella. 

El Viejo, como el antiguo 
Jehovah acusando a los jerarcas de 
su iglesia haciendo testimonio de 
que la Primera Iglesia no era una 
estructura, sino una misión 
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de “El Viejo” 


comprometida con el destino de 
nuestra comunidad. | 

El Viejo trepao’ en la ventana 
de la Tuley dirigiendo una 
manifestaci6n para mejorar la 
educación en dicho plantel. 
-El Viejo, cuando se tomó la 
Association Housefrentea la policía 
que arrestaba a todo el mundo, 
menos a él y a Oscar; los policías al 
ver al Viejo con su vestuario clerical 
le dicen “Perdóname Padre” y al 
Oscar, con una escoba en la mano 
le preguntan “¿quien eres tú”? , Oscar 
le contesta “Soy el conserje”. 

Tantas más recuerdos en Puerto 
Rico, cuando por primera vez él y 
yo conocimos a nuestro querido e 
inolvidable Don Juan y luego 
saboreando una taza de café en el 

l sueio en 
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Pero esta noche no hemos 
venido a hablar del Viejo; tampoco 
hemos venido a recordar tantas 
memorias; venimos a rendirle un 
módico homenaje a unos de los 
más grandes visionarios de la 
diáspora puertorriqueña. 

En las Antiguas sociedades en 
los cuales aún no habían 
desarrollado plenamente sus 
instituciones, los Viejos eran los 
seres más importantes; se acudía a 
ellos paratodo- consejos personales, 
consultas políticas, orientación 
sobre la siembra y la cosecha, hasta 


para recetas medicinales. Nuestra 


comunidad puertorriqueña en 
Chicago, careciendo de sus 
instituciones necesitaba, su Viejo; 
y hace más que dos décadas se lo 
inventó en la persona de José 
Alberto Torres. Peronoseloinventó 
de la nada, sino dela talla de unode 
los seres mas comprometidos que 
mujer puertorriquefia haya parido. 

El Viejose convierte, en nuestro 
“Viejo”, cuando él creía que era un 
mozo. 

Cuando Malcolm X murió, 
Ozzie Davis, quien estaba encargado 
del despido del duelo lo proclama 
“Nuestro brillante Príncipe Negro”; y 
hoy, con todo orgullo y con toda 
sinceridad puedo decir lo mismo 
del Viejo. El Viejo ha vivido lo que 
el poeta Británico George Bernard 
Shaw solamente soñó “Algunos 
hombres ven cosas como son, y 
preguntan por qué, yo sueño con 
cosas como nunca fueron y digo: 


¿por qué no?”. 


el Viejo entendía qu 


—José E. López 

¿Por qué no?, dijo el Viejo en 
Selma, Alabama—el único puer- 
torriqueño que marchó con Martin 
Luther King en esa ciudad símbolo 
y baluarte del racismo norte- 
americano. 

¿Porquéno?, dijoel Viejocuando 
rompió con sus amigos y los que 


querían que se convirtiera en otro — 


chulo de la pobreza, como tantos 
otros de las llamados líderes de 
nuestra comunidad. : 
¿Porquéno?, dijoel Viejocuan 
luchó con uña y carne para darle 
una nueva dimensión a la 
históricamente progresista Primera 
Iglesia Congregracional. Iglesiaque 
se distinguió en el siglo pasado por 
la emancipación del pueblo negro 
quefuepartede la “red deliberación 
clandestina”, que ayudó a miles de 


an 






e esta iglesia 
unirse a la lud la 
de nuestra patria irrendenta; la 
iglesia tenía que ser una 
comprometida con el proceso de 
abrir nuevo senderos en la ya 
centenaria lucha denuestro pueblo 
para ser libre y soberano. 

¿Porquéno?, dijoel Viejocuando 
fue parte de los fundadores de una 
de las efectivas instituciones en 
nuestra comunidad, la escuela 
Superior Puertorriqueña Pedro 
Albizu Campos y luego el Centro 
Cultural Juan Antonio Corretjer, 
para que esta comunidad pudiera 
contarcon instituciones quefueran 
para este pueblo, administradas por 
este pueblo y de este pueblo. 

¿Porquéno?, dijoel Viejocuando 
ayudó a fundar el Movimiento de 
Liberacion Nacional Puerto- 
rriqueño; organización que se ha 
distinguido con una política 
claramente independentista y 
revolucionaria sentando las bases 
para la sociedad nueva donde todo 
ser humano ejerza plenamente la 
igualdad y la libertad. 

¿Porquéno?, dijoel Viejocuando 
siguió el señalamiento establecido 
por el Maestro Pedro Albizu Campos 
de entregar todo, incluyendo vida 
y hacienda por la patria libre; el 
Viejo le ha entregado a esta noble 





- justacausa todo; ycomoel Abraham 


bíblico que estuvo dispuesto a 
sacrificar su único hijo Isaac en 
holocausto en la tierra de Moriah 
para demostrar su amor a Dios, el 
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Viejo ha estado dispuesto a sufrir la 
separación familiaren forma estóica 
de tres de sus más queridos seres— 
Carlos, Haydee y Alejandrina; 
convirtiéndose en padre y madre 
para su Liza y Catalina, y como 
siempre el gran orientador para sus 
queridas Nidza y Norma. 

Peroen el Viejonohayangustia; 
no puede haberla donde hay 
sinceridad, porque como dijera 
nuestro Don Juan “No me podréis 
borrar lo que he pensado ni quitarme 
podréis lo ya sentido, ni despojarme de 
lo que he querido, ni robarme podréis 


- lo que he soñado.” 


Hermanos, hermanas, compa- 
triotas todos; si en estos momentos 
pudiéramos descifrar los pensa- 
mientos de nuestro gran Viejo 


podríamos decir que los mismos 


uno de los momentos mas preciosos 
de su vida. Porque esta noche él le 
pasa, y esta iglesia le otorga, el 
mando de la misma a su hijo, y lo 
digo, con todosentido dela palabra, 
y a un hijo, también de esta iglesia, 
uno de los hijos predilectos de este 
barrio, el Reverendo Jorge Morales. 

Esta noche el Viejo le dirá a 
Jorge lo que hace muchos años el 
maestro delos pobres el gran Rafael 
Cordero le dijo a sus discípulos, “yo 
tumbo el árbol y lo descortezo; manos 
más habiles se encargarán de labrar la 
madera y darle barniz.” 

Jorge este gran Viejo seguirá a 
tu lado; y este pueblo, aquí con- 
gregado, terinde, esta noche, votos 
de compromiso y confianza a 
continuar en el sendero que esta 
iglesia ha trazado; transformando 
derrotas en victorias; haciendo las 
cosas, no diciéndolas; forjando una 
nueva ética humana basada en el 
concepto de que la vocación del ser 
humano es ser humano; luchando 
por la excarcelación de nuestros 
patriotas encarcelados—nuestros 
heróicos Prisioneros Politicos y de 
Guerra; y por la redención de 
nuestra amada patria— cautiva, 
pero indómita. 


¡Viva El Viejo! 

¡Viva Jorge! 

¡Viva Alejandrina! 

¡Viva Carlos Alberto! 

¡Viva Haydee y Todos Nuestros 
Patriotas Encarcelados! 
¡Viva Puerto Rico Libre! 
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Discurso de Jubilación 


—Rev. José Alberto Torres (Viejo) 


En el reino el señor no puede 
haber jubilaciones, que signifiquen 
retirarse a descansar, ni vacaciones, 
ni aun la palabra basta. Solo existe 
la palabra compromiso ad perpetuam. 

Hay un solo llamado del Señor, 
y es para toda la vida, que se última 
sólo con la muerte, y estaa discreción 
del “llamador.” 

También, decir que me voy de 
ustedes es masacrarlos porque, 


energia, animo, capacidad, visión 
y entusiasmodedicarsea ensanchar 
frentes, y a deshacer los entuertos, 
“a liberar pueblos, a velar por los 
prisioneros que han puesto su vida 
por los demás, como esa ‘plegude’ 


especialmente puertorriqueños— 
debido al egoísmo de esta nación 


¿cómo se podria ir uno de vidas denoquerer 
donde uno está plasmado en el soltar la 
recuerdo y en la memoria deellas, y colonia pri-- 
cuando todos somos deudores los sionera en 
unos a los otros en toda esa gran América, 
contribución de recuerdos? Entre Puerto Ri- 
nosotros todos, los que estamos co—y mi- 
aquí, y otros que ya han salido a entras haya 
encontrarse con el Señor, y todos uno valiente 
los que se han dispersado hay un comoelRev. 
cúmulo de memorias vivas que ni Jorge Mo- 
aun con la muerte dejan de ser rales, y pre- 
porquesiguen viviendoen aquellos parado co- 
a quienes las hemos traspasado ya. mo él, no 
También, ¿quien no va a recordar hay paso 
con gozo, porlomenos una horade  másseguro y 


esas 262,800 horas que he vivido y de avance 
disfrutado con ustedes y entre  quepasarlea 
ustedes? ¿O recordarsede un diade él con toda 
esos 10, 050 dias que he disfrutado la seguridad 
aqui en Chicago? del alma, y 






ésa 


_ nuestre es a memoriz p vella nos da > esperan nda 
la unidad en nombre del que nos y la más 
llamó a todos a hacer grande este honda ho- 
mundo, en estaciudad,enestebarrio  nestidad con 


y en este tiempo. Y nos hizo una 
Iglesia, estoes, un pueblosuyoligado 
a todas las millones de Iglesias 
dispersas O localizadas en otros 
tiempos y en este y en otros lugares. 

Hoy, en la realidad del espíritu 
aquí, no sucede nada que no sea 




























Mensaje De Alejandrina 


Mi querido Viejo: | 
Extrañable compañero en todo el sentido de la palabra y lo que 
significa en amor, bondad y compromiso para con los tuyos y los 
muchos más a quienes has sabido servir abnegadamente. 

En unión a los que te acompañan en este momento, nuestros 
hijos, hermanos en la fe, compañeros de nuestra noble causa, 
amistades, en fin esa gran familia que de una manera o otra ha 
compartido y han participado de tus alegrías, sinsabores y 
esperanzas, ante todos ellos te expreso mi amor, admiración y gran 
respeto por ser quien eres. 

Mi viejo, nuestro viejo, por supuesto que mi más grande 
anhelo es estar contigo y con todos ustedes en este momento. Sin 
embargo, me consuelo con ese espíritu indestructible en cada uno 
de nosotros que le permite a mi presencia desde aquí, y a la de 
ustedes desde allá, celebrar esta ocasión por encima de la distancia 
y la separación. 

Mi querido Viejo, haz pasado tu batón, no tu bastón, tu batón 
y lo has puesto en buenas manos. Y estoy segura que proseguirás 
al blanco hasta alcanzar la meta. Llegará el día en que todos juntos 
celebraremos el fruto de nuestro sacrificio en el futuro de nuestro 
pueblo. | 

Cuidate, cuidense todos. 3 | y 

Siempre presente; A 
Alejandrina 


común y corriente: que mientras- 
haya uno que pueda con mayor 


deprisioneros políticos, y deguerra, - 


el Señor, pasarle a Jorge el batón de' 
un tramo principalísimo en la gran 
historia emancipadora de esta 
Iglesia. 

Y yo, Jorge, uso hoy el símbolo 
práctico de lo queteespera: la cruz, 
que una vez te dieron cuando 





































naciste en esta fe, y que tú 
dignamente llevas, esa cruz 
símbolica que por ella has sufrido 
carceles y maltratos, juicios, y 
rechazos, que yo he llevado 
conmigo, que es símbolo también 
de nuestra Iglesia UCC, y será 
símbolo el batón que te entrego. 
Espero también que esa cruz se 
establezca aquí como un símbolo 
del ministerio de esta tu Iglesia y mi 
Iglesia de siempre, pasando esta 
cruz en lo futuro, de Pastor a Pastor, 
por los siglos y por siempre a todo 
continuador de esta obra, en tu 
retiro y en el de los demas. Es tuya 
en uso. | 1 

Para esta Iglesia que ha sido 
generosa, bien generosa con mi 
familia y conmigo en todos estos 
años les dejo ese girón de 30 años 
de servicios aquí. 


Y para misamigos, compañeros | 


de lucha patriótica y redentora 
ustedes, deudor soy a todos, y 
servidor de todos seré. 

En nombre de Alex, que 
también sirvió a esta Iglesia, de mis 
hijos todos, Carlos Alberto, Norma, 
Nidza, Liza y Catalina y de mi 
hermana Matilde, y en el mío 
propio, muchas gracias por 
llamarme y por llamar a Jorge 
Morales. 


& 


SASTRE + 


pestretes 


Espero que Dios los re- 

compence. E 

- Pero, sepa esta Iglesia que Jorge 
no es una repetición mía de 
pastorado. Cada maestrito tienesu 
librito. 

Sin embargo es una con- 
tinuación del ministerio especial, 
al cual se le ha quitado todos mis 
santos defectos. 

Y ustedes que en esta noche 
han instituido el Día del Pastor, no 
esperen a que el Rev. Dr. Jorge 
Morales se jubile para celebrárselo. 
Ni esperen que el se muera para 
decir las cosas buenas y plausibles 
de su vida y de su trabajo. 

El Día del Pastor deber ser un 
dia al año de regocijo y celebración 
para todos y de dar gracias al creador; 
y que debe estar en el calendario de 
actividades del año. Es un día de 
compromisoante Dios, antenuestra 
patria y ante los luchadores 
comprometidos deella en Chicago, 
y en el mundo entero. Oh, y debe 
ser día de gratitud y regalos para él 
y para su compañera. 

Lo que yo no quise para mí lo 
deseo para los demás—Reco- 
nocimiento. 

A la lucha y con tesoro. 
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Felicitaciones de Familiares 


Carlos Alberto Torres 


Antesdeempezarquierosaludar 
a todo el mundo y enviarle mi 
cariño. 


Querido Viejo: 

Se ha oido por ahí un rumor 
que has contemplado la idea de 
jubilarte. Bueno, como tu hijo 
primogénito, y en sí tu único hijo, 
me toca a mí tener que darte la 
mala noticia que ya es muy tarde 
para retirarte. Así que, mejor 
olvídalo. Osea Viejo, imagínate lo 
siguiente: como es posible que uno 
se retire de toda una vida de ser 
ministro, de ser maestro, de ser 
líder, padre, padre activista, un 
militante social y patriótico. Viejo, 
uno no puede retirarse de su 
vocación. Por las actividades que 
caracterizan toda una vida delabor, 
las cuales tú has cumplido con tu 
propia y única dedicación. 
Analizemos: 

Dedicación—Recordamos la 
Iglesia en Guayanilla, cuya 
construcción ayudaste a dirigir al 


- comienzo de tu vocación, al igual 


todas esas mentes que has nutrido 
y has ayudado a formar a través de 
los años de tu ministerio. 


Á 
de los años ’60, cuando el clamor 
por la justicia de uno delos sectores 
más pobres y oprimidos de este país 
te motivó a unirte a esos que se 
enfrentaban y queresistían la fuerza 
violenta y morbosas del racismo 
tradicional y cruel en este país. 
Desde la Division Street, al Loop de 
Chicago, ¿cuántas veces marchaste 


Haydee Beltrán 


Hola Viejo y saludos a todos en 


esta noche: 


Viejo, como crees que yo iba 
faltar hoy de una manera o otra. 


_ Responsabilidad Social—Tu nio mean, vividoa laaltura desu llamado. Y detrás del —su iglesia—su congregación 





un grupo desimpatizantes dela lucha ayudadoaorganizara la comunidad, lohan acompañadoalos tribunales, 


para hacerle cara a los gendarmes de 
uniformes azul que más bien eran la 
repuesta segura de administradores y 
políticos, en una ciudad quea nuestra 
gente le ha dado poco? Y no me 
olvido que durante en mis propios 
añosdeclandestinidad teenfrentastes 
a los ataques sicológicos y físicos de la 
rabiosa política norteamericana. La 
lista de estas aportaciones, eventos y 
logros de importancia en nuestra 
comunidad es larga. Esta incluye tu 
trabajo con el ministerio hispano, El 
Rincón, La Escuelita, el trabajo con 
los confinados hispanos estatal 
durante una época cuando pocos se 
acordaban de ellos y además los años 
de trabajo patriótico. 
Ministerio—Has sido el guía 
espiritual de ¿cuántas generaciones . 
de ouei desde Puerto Rico Liza Torres 
a Chicago? Gente enfrentando Mi papá siempre ha estado luchando de diferentes formas, en 
condiciones de vida pésima, repletas construir lo que él cree es una sociedad justa—en construir el Reino de 
de dificultades y necesidades que Dios en la tierra—dentro de su comunidad e iglesia. La mayoría de 
tantas veces lucen inconquistables. ustedes presentes esta noche lo han conocido dentro del contexto de 
Somosmuchoslosquetetenemos estas luchas. Sea en la marcha a Selma, Montgomery, frente a la Casa 
como padre con una fuerza moral Blanca, Washington, D.C., o protestando contra el sistema de enseñanza 
que nos apoya en nuestros peores pública por éste carecer de los programas necesarios para la juventud 
momentos de necesidad. bicultural y bilingüe de West Town, o denunciando la intervención 
Viejo, no creo que sea yoelquele estadounidense en Puerto Rico y la criminalización del movimiento 
toque decidir cuál fue o será la independentista puertorriqueño, etc. 
contribución más contundente en tu A través de todo esto, El Viejo, como cariñosamente es conocido, ha 
vida. Sin embargo, tu amor y apoyo, seguido hacia adelante, y con todas sus limitaciones y habilidades, ha 









DE. 





Una vez me contaste que an atendido mientras que ha estado ospitalizado o enfermo, lo han 


boricua en México, te presentastes Jehan pagado su fianza (no en ese orden); pero, en suma, le han provisto 

como el padre de Carlos Alberto. apoyo incondicional, y por ello estoy verdaderamente agradecida. 

Hoy, si metocara estarahí con ustedes, Viejo, eres mi maestro, mi guía, mi amor, mi compañero en lucha, 

como me hubiera gustado, me mi fuerza por ejemplo y consistencia. Que Dios te siga bendiciendo en 

presentaría como el hijo del tus luchas—nuestras luchas, especialmente por la excarcelación de 

Reverendo José Alberto Torres. nuestros Prisioneros Políticos y de Guerra Puertorriqueños para el 1992. 
Te quiero Viejo. Y que la Patria te bendiga. 





Presenteestoy más quenada, quiero 
tomar esta oportunidad para darle 
las gracias por haber llenado un 
gran vacío en mi vida estos últimos 
18 años. 

Hasta que te conocí, no sabía lo 
que verdaderamente era un padre, 
el amor, el apoyo, el consuelo y la 
fuerza que has traído a mi vida me : 
sostendrá una eternidad. Gracias. Catalina Torr ES 

Hoy te jubilas pero de los s ; E ; 
muchos que te quieren te aseguro Yo le doy gracias a Dios por muchas cosas. Por mi paciencia, por mis 
que nunca te podrás liberar. Sabes amigos, por mi vida. Pero, siempre le he dado gracias a Dios por los dos 
que te adoro. tesoros míos, mis padres. 

Todo mi amor hoy y siempre, Papi, tú has sido madre y padre para mí. Me has dado todo lo que he 
tu hija necesitado. Sino fuera portu ayuda, tuviera problemas desalud. Te quiero 

; muchísimo y espero que tu retiro sea como tú lo quieres. 
Gracias por estar ahí cuando te necesitaba y cuando no. Siempre 
puedes contar conmigo para estar ahí cuando me necesites. 
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Patriotismo Marginado 


bolsillo de sus abogados. 

Ahora bien, hoy se presenta 
una nueva situación. El país se 
envuelve directamente en otro 
conflicto, mientras el Presidente 
afirma que esta vez no habrá otro 
Vietnam. Perolas millas queexisten 
entre el Asia y el Medio Oriente no 
hacen diferencia alguna en las filas 
o la condición del soldado. Es una 
situación, social, racial y económica, 
quenoescapa ala retórica de guerra 
o a la superioridad de nuestro 
arsenal. ¿Dónde podría acomodar 
el Presidente todos los hombres 
que estaría obligado a retirar de 
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Europa una vez que termine la 
guerra fría y la amenazante cortina 
dehierro? Devolverlos asus hogares 
sería engrosar más las filas del 
desempleo y aumentar los vicios y 
la serie de males que acompaña 
una juventud ociosa. Sin men- 
cionar las consecuencias que todo 
esto podría tener en su próxima 
campaña electoral. Obviamente 
que otra guerra era la solución, y, 
efectivamente otra guerra es la que 
vivimos. Disfrutando inicialmente 
las victorias de un bombardeo 
indiscriminadosobreinstalaciones 
y civiles indefensos y el uso del ma- 
yor arsenal bélicode nuestros tiem- 
pos. Intentando borrar del mapa al 


enemigosin la necesidad de utilizar 
las fuerzas de tierra. Peroes ilusorio. 
Tarde o temprano tendrán que ir al 
frente. Asufrirlasbajas del combate 
convencional. Los mismos 
antipatriotas de la Guerra de 
Vietnam y de futuras guerras. 
Dispuestos siempre a luchar, no 
contra enemigos fabricados por los 
grandes intereses económicos, sino 
contra las filas del desempleo y el 
prejuicio social. En fin, que fue la 
única preparación que recibieron 
de nuestra sociedad, el matar o ser 
la víctima. Después de todo son 
excedente, antipatriotas y pres- 
cindibles. 


las formas más negativas 
imaginables. ¿Por qué tenemos 
que creer ahora en la repentina 
preocupación de EU por la suerte 
del pueblo de Kuwait? A la hora de 
la verdad se verá que esta guerra se 
está dando por una sola razón y es 
que el gobierno de EU quiere 
apropiarse del aceite del pueblo 
arábico. Como si esto de por sí no 
fuera motivo de furia, la mayoría de 
las personas que están muriendo 
por el afrentamiento del pueblo 
americano son puertorriqueños, 
mexicanos, afro-americanos, 
nativo-americanos, centro 
americanos, asiáticos y árabes— 
personas de color y miembros de 
las naciones que ellos han 
colonizado y pillado. 

Esto me lleva a pensar en la 
a oe utiliza mucho = 


A BOVEMOS las Tropas! an ps 


Soldados a Casa! Yo creo que las 
tropas americanas deben regresar 
porque no tienen el derecho a estar 
en ningún otro sitio. Pero los 
puertorriqueños han tenido una 
experiencia muy diferente con esas 
tropas. Nosotros no podemos 
apoyarlas. Solo la mentalidad 
racista norteamericana podría 
sugerir que las tropas americanas 
deben ser apoyadas. ¡Apoyemos las 
tropas! Esta frase trae a la memoria 
imágenes de un tiempo pacífico 
cuandoestas tropas galantesservían 


norteamericana 


propósitos mas nobles. ¿Puede 
alguien decirme en que época pasó 
aquello? Las tropas americanas 
han estado asesinando y pillando a 
las personas de color desde que los 
primeros disparos fueron dirigidos 
en contra delos nativos americanos. 
No ha habido un instante en que 
estas tropas han servido a la causa 


- de libertad y auto-determinación. 


Gracias al colonialismomuchos 
jóvenes puertorriqueños se han 
convertido en parte de las fuerzas 
armadas norteamericanas. El 
minuto que esos jóvenes se ponen 
esos uniformes americanos y 
florean esas armas americanas, 
dejan de servir a lós intereses del 
pueblo puertorriqueño. Se 
convierten en armas de fuego 
alquiladas por la piratería 
que pueden 
con la misma facilidad con que 
asesinan a los Irakuies. 

Podría sugerirse que los 
soldados americanos no tienen 
dirección © que estan 
malinformados y esa excusa puede 
ser aceptada. Pero bajo ningún 
concepto la ignorancia puede 
justificar asesinatos 6 ultrajes. En 
el caso de los soldados 
norteamericanos y europeos 
mucha de esa ignorancia es muy 
conveniente—es un lujo—partede 
una ideologia racista que permea 
en las culturas americanas y 





queños 


europeas, una ideología que dicta 
que no hay problema en que los 
norteamericanos se inmiscuyan en 
los asuntos de las personas de 
color—una ideologia que dicta que 
esta bien que los norteamericanos 
se adueñen de las tierras y los 
recursos de las personas de color. 
No hay nada benigno sobre la 
ignorancia de un soldado 
americano. Lo que los soldados 
americanos desconocen o rehusan 
conocer puede matar a muchas 
personas. Una vez el jóven 
americano es armado, uniformado 
y llamadoa ocupar uno de nuestros 
países, o una de nuestras 
comunidades en los EU, esa 
ignorancia toma la forma de 
asesinato, ultraje, tortura y la 
destrucción de recursos vitales para 
nuestra ESO 
Hasta cierto pur 

entender la preocupación del 
pueblo americano por sus seres 
queridos en las fuerzas armadas. 
Pero si no le enseñamos a nuestros 
niños queellos no tienen el derecho 
de imponer sus gustos y valores al 
resto del mundo, eventualmente se 
creará una situación donde se debe 
tomar partido. Creo que la guerra 
de Irak es un ejemplo de esto. Veo 
frente a mi un soldado americano 
malinformadoa la vezqueaumenta 
el peligro por la vida y libertad del 
pueblo a Irak. No existe duda sobre 
cuales son las personas que quiero 
ver victoriosas. 


to, puedo ~ 


Marcha Comunitaria 





temperaturasbajocero, ylaalarmante 
cantidad de policias que rodeaban a 
los manifestantes. La marcha dio 
inicio a las 6:00 p.m. frente a la 
Academia Comunitaria Roberto 
Clemente. Fl ambiente era uno 
positivo, estimulante, militante y lleno 
de desafío. En medio de consignas 
alusivas a la guerra, pancartas, 
banderas, antorchas, y personas 
sáludando a los manifestantes desde 
sus ventanas y automóviles, la marcha 
llegó hasta los cuarteles de la Guardia 
Nacional localizada en la North y 
Kedzie. A lo largo del camino se 
observaba todo un trabajo 
propagandístico contra la guerra— 
consignas pintadas en edificios del 
gobierno y hasta en los de la Guardia 
Nacional en contra de la invasión 
militar estadounidense del Golfo 
Pérsico, y repudiando la presencia de 
puertorriqueños en este conflicto. 

Allí, nuevamente líderes comu- 
nitarios pronunciaron discursos. La 
presencia y apoyo de la comunidad 
durante el acto, evidencia queel pue- 
blo puertorriqueñonoapoyala guerra, 
contrario a los señalamientos del 
gobierno. 

Para darle continuidad a este 
esfuerzo, se está convocando una re- 
unión para el miércoles, 27 de fe- 
brero, a las 6:30 p.m. en la Primera 
Iglesia Congregacional, 1305 N. 
Hamlin. 
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